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Dear Parent/Guardian

Sadly, as this term draws to a close, we have to say goodbye to Mrs Pocock. She joined TWGGS in 2009, since which

time she has taught Maths from U6 to Year 7 and (pre-COVID) launched a popular cross-year Coding Club. Mrs

Pocock is taking early retirement from full-time teaching in order to pursue other interests, and we wish her every

happiness in the future. In January, we are pleased to welcome back Mrs Matthews, who will be teaching some A

level and Year 9 Maths, and to welcome to TWGGS Mrs Leung, who will be teaching Maths classes in Years 7-9. In

addition, Mrs Hopps joins us as a Higher Level Teaching Assistant, and Ms McKie as a part-time Cover Supervisor and

Admin Support. We hope they will all be very happy here at TWGGS.

Poppy Appeal Donation Total - Dr Blanch

We have received our annual update from the Royal British Legion, which reveals the grand total raised by TWGGS

for the Poppy Appeal each year. I am delighted to say that our fundraising figure for 2021 is: £1227, 25. Please see

below a message of thanks from the Royal British Legion:

Firstly let me start by offering a massive THANK YOU to all the staff and pupils who have helped us in raising funds for

the Royal British Legion. Without the support of all our fundraisers we would not be able to offer support to all

current and past members of Her Majesty’s Armed Forces. On behalf of all of them, your help this year is greatly

appreciated.

Ski Success for Lila Ayton - Mrs Wybar

Congratulations to Lila Ayton 10I who has been selected for the English Schools' Ski Association training squad. Very

well done Lila.

Sailing Hat Trick for Ella Lance - Mrs Wybar

Congratulations to Ella Lance U6F and her crew Will Martin who won the 420 End of Seasons National Championship

in November, which is the third national competition since their pairing – a hat trick as they have won all three! Ella

has recently been selected for the British Youth Sailing Team’s Youth Performance Squad – 420 Winter 2021/22.

Many congratulations!

Year 11 Study Skills and Revision Guide - Mrs Freeman

Springing from the work with the Year 11 Study Skills Group, Year 11 pupils have been given a TWGGS Study Skills and

Revision Guide 2021-22. This guide was devised, coordinated and edited by Mrs Freeman but entries were written

primarily by the Sixth Form Prefects. Having so recently been through the intense revision required for their GCSEs,

they were able to share their experience and knowledge as experts in their Prefect areas. The Guide contains useful

tips, encouragement, links and ideas both for GCSE subjects and for study skills and techniques (ranging from well

being and mindfulness to using videos effectively in revision and essay words and phrases). Many aspects in the

Guide were those helpfully highlighted by the Year 11 Study Skills Group; many teachers contributed advice too. The

Guide is being placed in each Year 11 Form's Google Classroom and is available on the TWGGS website:

https://www.twggs.kent.sch.uk/595/announcements/announcement/104/twggs-study-guide-for-year-11-pupils

Mrs Freeman would like to thank everyone who contributed to the Guide; we hope that it will be a very useful study

aid for our Year 11 pupils.

‘ANNIE’ - Mrs Davis

At the very end of last half-term our whole school musical production of ‘Annie’ took place in the Hall. Over the

course of 8 weeks a cast and crew of 95 pupils worked alongside a 15 piece orchestra to produce a much needed

theatrical extravaganza, injecting a healthy dose of joy to our school community.
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Our Deputy Head Girl and oldest cast member, Lili Wkye U6D, stunned in the role of Hannigan, combining comic

timing, delightfully vicious characterisation and a stunning singing voice to bring the iconic role to life. Lili led the

ensemble cast with her characteristic warmth and enthusiasm for performance, never failing to inspire her peers

with her fearless approach to rehearsals. Isla Howson 10G played the main role of Annie with true style and grace.

Isla’s nuanced interpretation of Annie was comedic, charming and moving in equal measures; she captured the

cheeky nature of the role whilst maintaining an authentic sense of vulnerability that left the audience feeling tearful

at key moments.

Maddie Brookbank L6B and Daisy Bayer 11W played Daddy Warbucks and Grace Farrell respectively. Their

professionalism in rehearsals translated to a polished and dynamic performance that had everyone in the cast hoping

that they would adopt them! India Rissik 11G, playing Lily St. Regis and Harley Mitchell L6F, playing Rooster, excelled

as the villainous duo - their comic timing and ability to multi-role as Mr and Mrs Mudge brought energy and pace to

the whole production. Harriet Dunkin’s 11W charismatic portrayal of President Roosevelt, transported us to 1930s

America (complete with a musical solo!) with her fearless approach to the role.

It is with complete authenticity that Miss Patman, Miss Johnson and myself can say that every member of the cast

and crew were a pleasure to work with - if we could, we would mention every single orphan, Hooverville resident,

Star To Be, radio personality, NYC citizen and cabinet member; we couldn’t have asked for a more dedicated and

humble group of young people to work with. The project was huge, requiring Herculean amounts of commitment at

lunchtime, after school and weekends. The entire cast gave generously of their time and talent, supporting one

another to create a professional final production. The backstage teams, support behind the scenes and

front-of-house crew were also invaluable, making sure each of the sell-out performances ran smoothly.

We would also like to thank the caretaking team, Events’ Prefects, led by Julie Robinson, and the Art Department for

their unwavering support. Mrs Woods, Mrs Savva and Mrs Turner did a spectacular job of painting the backdrop and

transporting us to Hannigan’s orphanage, complete with bathtub on wheels and a boudoir to die for! Finally, thank

you to the staff, pupils and audience members who supported the production as audience members. It was

wonderful to share our production with you after such a difficult couple of years. We couldn’t think of a more

optimistic and sunny musical to lift our spirits!

Carol Service 2021 - Miss Johnson

This year’s Carol Service was another much anticipated event in our musical calendar. Although we are incredibly

proud of our Virtual Carol Service 2020 (view it here), we were thrilled to be able to use St John’s Church once again

this year for a live service, albeit somewhat scaled back. Although we missed our usual KS3 involvement, the senior

choirs really stepped up to create a wonderful celebratory evening of festive cheer. Flute choir played beautifully as

the congregation entered, setting the festive tone. Senior Choir, Cantemos, Senior Chamber Choir, Jazz Choir, Ms

Roszak Singers and Staff Choir all performed beautifully, interspersed with readings from pupils in all year groups,

teaching staff and support staff. We are so grateful to St John’s Church for enabling a live stream of the service, which

can be accessed using this link. Congratulations to everyone involved, and a heartfelt thanks in particular to the

singers for their commitment and enthusiasm throughout this particularly difficult term.

Parent Governor Election Result - Mrs Ralph

Congratulations to Judith Banks who joins the TWGGS' governing body after receiving the highest number of votes in

the recent parent governor election. Thank you to the other candidates for their interest in supporting the school in

this way, and to all parents who voted.

School Council - Mrs Marchant

We are very pleased to announce that we have been able to restart the School Council this year; well done to all the

form representatives and year representatives who met for the first time on Wednesday 8 December. The year
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representatives are as follows:

Year 7 - Ateefa Kamali 7S

Year 8 - Jay Collie 8G

Year 9 - Lilya Trewin 9T

Year 10 - Amelie Lagden 10W

Year 11 - Leah Grevatt 11W

Lower Sixth - Charlotte John L6C

Upper Sixth - Lydia Dunkin U6E & Ishbel Ewing U6E (School Council Senior Prefects)

It was lovely to see TWGGS pupil voice really shining through and we discussed many topics including dress code,

recycling, composting, pastoral issues, canteen provision, assemblies and self esteem workshops. We have set many

actions in place and it will be exciting to see these take shape over the next academic year

World Economics Cup review - Amelia Aves, L6D

On the 11th-12th September, a group of six students from Lower and Upper Sixth took part in the World Economics

Cup, competing against other students from 38 different countries. The first part of the competition was two

individual rounds called Fundamentals and Deep Comprehension, with both exams totalling three and a half hours.

Both were challenging; Deep Comprehension had economics based sources, some of which were university level

content meaning it was difficult, but interesting to learn about new concepts that our A level courses won’t cover.

The second day comprised the main part of the competition: the Thinking and Innovation round. This involved an

in-depth study of the Olympic Games and how they could be altered to make them more economically viable. We

had to use different economic models and diagrams both to study the current Olympic Games model and to propose

our own. Some of our ideas for reforming the games included a brand-based Olympic Games and an Olympic Island,

both of which we hoped would revolutionise the current system, making it more sustainable and economically viable.

Overall, we all really enjoyed the competition and found it a fun opportunity to explore economics beyond lessons

whilst being creative with our ideas! We are pleased to have had a very good result, scoring highly on both team and

individual rounds. Individual medal awards received were: Freya Ridge U6C: silver; Hana Hashiguchi U6F, Charlotte

Hurst U6F, Amelia Aves L6D and Isabella Shaw U6D: Bronze. Thank you to Ms Reynolds for facilitating this great

opportunity and to the U6 pupils who came along on the Sunday to assist with the Thinking and Innovation section.

Junior Concert Nov 2021 - Miss Johnson

After a prolonged hiatus throughout 2020/2021, we were delighted to host our first face-to-face live Junior Concert

in over 18 months! In a fun and varied programme, Junior Orchestra opened the concert with “Can You Feel the Love

Tonight”, followed by Junior Strings’ rendition of the theme from “Wallace and Gromit”. All students in Years 7 and 8

performed in their respective choirs, singing show favourites “When I Grow Up” (from Minchin’s “Matilda”) and

“Somewhere Over the Rainbow” (from Arlen’s “Wizard of Oz”). Jazz Band kicked off the second half brilliantly with a

new favourite, “Tio Macaco” (by Snarky Puppy) and a wonderful arrangement of “Pink Panther”. We were also

pleased to present an item from our recent whole school production of “Annie”, another highlight of this term.

Particular praise should be given to our brave soloists, who have not had the opportunity to perform in a school

concert in a long time, and really rose to the challenge. Well done to everyone who took part. Special thanks also

goes to senior pupils who came to help - your enthusiasm is just fab!

Year 11 Scripted Drama Exam - Miss Patman

This year has already been very busy for our Year 11 Drama class. Last week the hard work came together during two

days of Scripted exam performances on 7th and 8th December. Current restrictions meant there was no external

examiner; however pupils were lucky enough to have friends, family and staff supporting them in the audience.
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On Tuesday evening we began with the dark comedy ‘Numbers’ - a naturalistic piece showcasing the skills of Caitlin

Taylor 11W, Ellen Baker 11W, Kitty Haycock 11G and Issy James 11G. They did an excellent job, creating a mixture of

comedy and tension to generate an uncomfortable drama set in a boarding school. Keira Bassett 11W performed a

monologue from “The Women of Troy,” a feminist piece of Greek Theatre, playing Cassandra with brave and mature

vocal skill, commanding the stage throughout to deliver a haunting performance. In a duologue from “My Mother

Said I Never Should”, Toyin Adenekan 11I and Bella Sullivan 11I created the tense atmosphere between mother and

daughter in a quasi-naturalistic piece focused on four generations of women. Amy Townsend 11W then performed a

monologue from the naturalistic drama, “The Memory of Water,” using a sophisticated appreciation of comedy and

pathos to create a highly emotive piece. The final piece of the evening came from Alice Hughes 11I, Lulu Marken 11I,

Millie James 11I, and Ella McCrae 11I who performed an ensemble piece from the comedy “Shakers”. Their energetic

performance treated the audience to stylised physicality, impressive multi-role and a creative use of the stage space.

On Wednesday another extract from “My Mother Said I Never Should” started off the evening with a sophisticated

understanding of plot, theme and character. Millie Thurtle 11W, Emma Prentis 11S, Amelia Kirby 11G and Sarah

Humphrey 11G were mesmerising in their portrayal of three generations; playing young children and complex adults,

they demonstrated character development skills of the highest order. In a mature presentation of “A Streetcar Named

Desire”, Daisy Bayer 11W and India Rissik 11G did an impressive job of illuminating the difficulties within the sisterly

relationship, skilfully balancing the comedic dialogue alongside more serious subject matter. Eloise Greig 11T then

presented a wholesome and emotive monologue from “Chatroom”, using the space with energy and filling the

audience with the heartbreak of a young boy left behind by his father who was never seen again. We continued with

the dark theme with a duologue from “That Face”, a dark piece set in the midst of a boarding school initiation gone

wrong: both Lucy Penton 11S and Remy Billington 11S presented the uncomfortable undertone of the piece with

confidence and maturity. Our final piece of the night came from Jay Mole 11S, Harriet Dunkin 11W and Izzy

Biggerstaff 11W who crafted a highly energetic and in-yer-face extract from “Teechers”, using multi-role and comedic

timing to deliver an engaging and entertaining final piece.

Well done Year 11 - you should all be very proud of the range of excellent performances created! To celebrate their

achievements, and prepare for the written component of their examinations at the end of the course, Year 10 and 11

were lucky enough to go up to London to watch “The Ocean at the End of The Lane” at the Duke of York Theatre. We

would highly recommend this production owing to its vivid use of stagecraft, narrative techniques and physical

theatre. Singing Christmas songs on the coach journey home was the icing on the cake!

U14 Kent Netball Tournament - Mrs Haskett

On 4th November, the U14 Netball Squad attended the Kent Schools netball tournament at Rainham School for Girls.

The squad performed to an extremely high standard throughout the day, working hard against some tough

opponents. They played intelligently, adapting their performance depending on the opposition's strengths and

weaknesses. As a result, the squad walked away with some fantastic wins and very close games. Well done!

U14 Squad: Alexandra Johnson 9I, Katie-May Ponsford 9W, Ella Stevenson 9I, Saskia Williams 9W, Alana Domzalski 9I,

Amelie Bischoff 9W, Alohi Dragon 9W and Lois Asamoa 9S.

My CCF Experience - Cdt Newberry

I joined the CCF because everyone I spoke to who was in it said just how much they loved it, many saying that it was

one of the highlights of their time at TWGGS, and I can definitely agree with that. I saw cadets marching up and down

the tennis courts and thought, wow, they look so professional in their immaculate uniform. I looked at the pictures

on the website with cadets winning national competitions, cadets marching on parade so in sync with one another,

and getting the chance to go parachuting and on some amazing camps, and thought that it looked fun, different, and

challenging, with a number and range of opportunities on offer. So what have I learned since I have been in the CCF?

I have met so many pupils and made friendships with people I barely knew before which has been great. I have learnt
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skills that I never thought I would, and I have already had the amazing opportunity to go on a weekend camp, held at

school because of Covid, but still super fun, and I would do it all again in a heartbeat. So far this term I have learnt

how to handle a weapon safely, and recently passed my first weapons handling test, which sounds much scarier than

it actually is! I have also learnt how to march in a parade, and this, I have to admit, is harder than it may appear! I

have been covered in camo paint hiding in bushes with leaves and twigs stuck all over my body, which was so fun. I

learnt all about concealing myself as well as spotting people in the field, and have learnt how to put up a basha (a

type of shelter), take care of my kit, basic first aid, and also how to cook safely and hygienically in the field. And all of

this just since this September! But one of the main things that I have loved in CCF is the sense of pride that each and

every one of us has. We turn up and our kit is all in order, with tight buns and polished shoes and the idea that we

can all represent such an amazing combined unit. So, I hope that this gives you a little more insight, from a cadet’s

point of view, into what we actually do in the CCF, what we learn, but most importantly just how much fun the CCF is.

Cenotaph War Widows Association - Cpl Ahmed

On Saturday 13th November a squad of 16 cadets went to the London Cenotaph to take part in the Remembrance

Parade for the War Widows Association. TWGGS CCF has helped this charity on a few occasions: it is something very

dear to the heart of our contingent. We had been their flag party and escorting cadets for their Founder’s Day Service

at the Guards Chapel in September. We continue to be extremely proud to support them where possible. On

Remembrance Day, cadets provided the Standard party, were parade markers, escorted the War Widows, handed out

programmes, looked after the vulnerable, and flanked the VIPs and Widows on their walk to the Cenotaph. The

service was followed by an excellent performance from the Pipe Band who were very friendly and allowed us to take

photos with them once we had finished our duties.

During our time in London we had the opportunity to give our support to Richard Ratcliffe, who had been on a

hunger strike for the past 21 days to raise awareness for his wife’s situation. We were there to try and cheer him up

on that chilly morning so we ended up singing ‘Yellow Submarine’ and the school song to him: he was looking very

fragile. This interlude was even captured live on Iranian TV and was written about in The Guardian.

After the service we had the chance to meet the Minister of Defence, Ben Wallace: for me, this was a personal

highlight. Throughout the day we were able to talk with many of the Widows and hear their fascinating stories. We

were also lucky enough to be allowed access to 10 Downing Street; this was a very exciting moment that we shall

never forget! We are all touched and grateful to have been part of the ceremony and it was such a special service,

marking 50 years since the founding of the WWA and commemorating a day where all survivors can mark their

respect and remember loved ones. It was a great honour and a very humbling occasion.

Remembrance Day at Tunbridge Wells - LCpl Pagquil

To commemorate Remembrance Day, members of the TWGGS CCF Contingent took part in the parade that was held

in the centre of Royal Tunbridge Wells in front of the War Memorial. I was tired from the previous day's trip to the

Cenotaph in London where a small squad from TWGGS CCF participated at the War Widows Remembrance Day

Parade, however, I was determined to push through to honour the fallen who valiantly ‘gave their today for our

tomorrow’. As we walked down St John’s Road, I could see people smiling and waving at us from their cars. I felt an

enormous sense of pride rush through me. The service was moving and solemn. It reminded me of the bravery and

courage of not only those who had died in service of the country but also those actively serving and those from past

wards who stood around us in the crowds and as part of other organisations. As we marched past the War Memorial

and the Mayor, we had RSM Ridge leading us with full confidence, giving us the confidence to stride out and be at

our best. It was great to be part of a unit where we all shared the same values and sentiments about the day.

CCF Siberian Tiger Cub Camp - Cdt Carroll and Cdt Nicholson

This year, the Siberian Tiger Cub Camp ran after school on Friday to Sunday, as opposed to travelling to Folkestone

and attending camp at St Martin's Plain, because our numbers were too great for the social distancing required while
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staying in the barracks. This weekend included a variety of activities designed to assist cadets develop a wide range of

abilities, as well as an excellent opportunity to work on teamwork. We had several interesting lessons over the

weekend, including basha building, cam and concealment, weapons handling, and key Standards and Values to follow

whilst in TWGGS CCF. We had skilled instructors and a lot of helpful Year 11s and Sixth Formers making sure we

enjoyed the lessons which will benefit our journey as cadets. I have been able to accomplish things I never imagined

I'd be able to do, including handling a weapon safely. To know that this is just the beginning of our commitment,

makes me feel proud to be involved in TWGGS CCF and I am very much looking forward to what the future holds.

Attendance Figures Term 1 - Mrs Marchant

Group % Attendance

Year 7 95.5%

Year 8 93.9%

Year 9 93.0%

Year 10 91.8%

Year 11 91.2%

L6 93.9%

U6 92.1%

TOTAL 93.1%

It only remains for me to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a healthy, successful 2022.

With my best wishes,

Mrs L Wybar, Headteacher
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