
 

 

5th June 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

  

Face to face sessions for Lower Sixth 

 

As you know, the government has asked schools to re-open to pupils in Year 10 and L6 after 15th June in 

order to provide some face-to-face sessions. The Department for Education makes it clear that this 

provision will not be full-time and must be designed to supplement ongoing online learning; we now know 

that we are only permitted to have 25% of the Year 10 and L6 cohorts in school at one time and are not 

allowed to change groupings or use rotas during the day. The guidance adds that various measures must be 

in place to allow social distancing in schools. 

 

Thank you very much to all parents who responded to our recent survey about return to school. We had 

128/158 responses, which is a good response rate and has been really helpful to our planning. Of these, 64 

parents indicated that their child would “definitely” return, 53 “probably”, 8 are “unlikely to return” and 3 

will “definitely not return”.  We are delighted that we will see so many of the Lower Sixth in the near 

future, however,  I reiterate the comment from my earlier letter that we fully recognise that, for some 

families, their clinical vulnerabilities will impact on their willingness for their child to attend school. 

Attendance to school is encouraged but not compulsory, and families must continue to make the decision 

that is right for them. We also recognise that this might change, in which case, we ask that you let us know, 

so that we don’t expect attendance by that individual. 

  

We are in the process of finalising the programme of face-to-face support sessions, which will supplement 

the work pupils have undertaken during the period of school closure. These will start for L6 from 22nd June 

onwards. We are planning for the Lower Sixth to have a long morning (3 hours’ teaching plus breaks) in 

each of their A Level subjects; we would dearly have loved to be able to provide two sessions per subject, 

but the 25% requirement and the need to avoid subject clashes precludes this, I am afraid. We are 

obviously keeping everything under review, and will notify you if anything changes regarding this. 

   

Safety and wellbeing 

The safety and wellbeing of our staff and pupils are paramount. The approach we are taking is based on 

comprehensive risk assessment and our planning is based on the hierarchy of measures recommended by 

the Scientific Advisory Group on Emergencies (SAGE) published in DfE guidance to schools and relevant 

guidance from other government departments and Public Health England. 

 

The Hierarchy of Safety Measures covers 5 key areas and pupils; staff and pupils/ parents will receive 

detailed protocols based around these measures to minimise risk. 

 Controlling the transmission of the disease: minimising contact with children and adults who are 

unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus symptoms, or who have someone in their 



 

 

household who does, do not attend school. This includes stringent plans to isolate those presenting 

as symptomatic in school and arranging for their immediate collection. 

 Management and control through personal hygiene: cleaning hands more often than usual – wash 

hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water and soap and dry them thoroughly or use 

alcohol hand rub or sanitiser ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered. 

 Ensuring good respiratory hygiene: promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

 Enhanced cleaning regimes: cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, 

such as detergents and bleach. The school site is currently undergoing a thorough clean. Thorough 

daily cleaning of all areas after school with particular attention to hard surfaces including desks will 

be undertaken by the cleaning team. In addition, cleaning of toilets, including doors, locks, taps, etc 

will take place during the day. 

 Minimising contact and mixing: altering, as much as possible, the environment (such as classroom 

layout) and timetables (such as staggered break times). 

 

Key information 

 Sessions will run between 8.40am and 1.30pm (Staggered arrival and departure times will be 

provided on the timetable, to ensure groups of pupils do not gather together.) Breaks will be taken 

in classrooms supervised by staff, and will also be staggered. 

 Pupils must not arrive at school prior to 8.30am as we are not able to safely supervise them. 

 We will not be offering an on-site lunch service, because of the timing of the day. Pupils in receipt 

of free school meals will continue to have vouchers provided. 

 Pupils must bring any drinks or snacks they need with them. 

 We will be insisting pupils always maintain a 2m distance between themselves and others.  To 

facilitate this: 

o A strict one-way system will be in operation. 

o Pupils will be informed which entry doors to use once onsite when timetables are 

shared . 

o Classrooms have been set out to allow distancing, with desks not in use clearly marked. 

o Larger spaces, such as the Hall or Sixth Form Common Rooms will be set up as 

classrooms where required for larger groups. Where possible, smaller groupings will be 

retained. 

o Doors to rooms being used will be wedged open, as will access doors. 

o Pupils are asked to bring pens and pencils, and any other equipment they need, with 

them, and to refrain from borrowing equipment from other pupils. 

o Specific toilets will be allocated for use by pupils in each classroom. Only one pupil will 

be permitted to leave the room at a time to use the toilet. 

o Any pupil unable to comply with these requirements will be asked to leave the school 

site immediately; parents and carers will then be informed. All existing expectations in 

relation to pupil behaviour remain. 

 We have been asked to reduce the number of students using public transport to and from school, 

so we ask you to consider other means of transport, preferably walking if possible. Please could 

you let us know if your child plans to cycle, as we can then make appropriate arrangements 

regarding the cycle racks. 

 Sessions will be delivered by a subject specialist; where possible, this will be the normal class 

teacher, but we cannot guarantee this as a result of staff availability. At the moment, we hope that 

almost all sessions will be with the usual class teachers. 



 

 

 If a member of staff becomes unavailable, sessions may be cancelled, although we will try, where 

possible to provide a replacement teacher. You will be informed by email as soon as possible if that 

is the case. 

 Government guidance says that wearing masks is not necessary in school settings, therefore we will 

not be providing them. However, we will leave it to the discretion of all pupils and members of staff 

to decide for themselves if they wish to wear one. 

 We have increased cleaning throughout the school site as mentioned above. However, washing 

hands remains the most important thing that everyone can do to reduce the risk of spreading 

infection. Soap and antibacterial hand gel will be available onsite, and pupils will be required to 

wash their hands on arrival at school, as well as during the morning. 

 If a child is unwell for any reason, please do not send them to school. If any member of your 

household shows symptoms of COVID-19, please contact 111 and follow the advice and guidance 

offered.  

 If we have a confirmed case of COVID-19 from within the community who have returned to school, 

we will need to close the site for deep cleaning and follow guidance from Public Health England in 

relation to isolation of pupils and staff who have had contact with that individual. 

  

I will write again next week, with details of the timetable, information regarding arrival/ departure times 

and arrangements, and the relevant protocols for pupils. I hope that you will understand that organising all 

of this is an enormous undertaking, and we will get the information to you as soon as possible.  

 

Key Worker and School Identified Vulnerable Children 

The support continues to be available for all Key Worker children (as defined by Government guidance) and 

vulnerable children (as defined by Government guidance and school judgement). Mrs Stewart-Smith 

communicates with previously identified Key Worker parents to identify their ongoing need, and pastoral 

support staff are in touch with those identified as potentially vulnerable.  Key Worker and vulnerable 

children will continue to have supervised access to school between 8.40am and 3.40pm, in a consistent 

dedicated daily space separate to that of groups of pupils coming to school for face to face learning 

support. As before, these pupils are expected to engage in the remote learning offered by their 

subjects/teachers under staff supervision. There will be no teaching available. Strict protocols governing 

social distancing, access to areas and movement around the school must continue to be observed. 

 

Finally, we are very excited about the idea of welcoming pupils back to school, even if this is not at all 

“business as usual”! Thank you very much for your continued support during these unprecedented times. 

 

With my best wishes, 

 

Linda Wybar 

Headteacher 


