
 

 

3rd April 2020 

Dear Upper Sixth pupils, 

 

Ofqual have today published guidance regarding the methods for teachers to agree the grades to be 

submitted to the examination boards. 

 

The official letter from Ofqual and guidance for teachers, students, parents and carers are in these links: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/8778

42/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-

_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/8778

30/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf 

 

However, the key elements of these are that: 

1. Teachers will be asked to give the grade they believe it is most likely that you would have achieved 

this summer if you sat the final examinations and completed your NEAs. 

2. Each subject will compile a rank of pupils within each grade that will be submitted with the grades, 

i.e. for all pupils awarded an A, each subject will have to rank the pupils from most secure within 

that grade to least secure. 

3. These grades will then go through a standardising process between the examination boards and 

Ofqual. 

4. You will not be required to complete any outstanding elements of NEAs. 

5. Teachers will draw on the wealth of evidence we have for your grading from across the A Level 

course of study including homework, assessments, mock examinations and NEAs, plus our own 

knowledge of historical achievement in our subjects. 

6. Grades will be sent to the examination boards by a deadline no earlier than the 29th May.  Grades 

are expected to be issued by the A Level Results Day (13th August), but may be earlier. 

7. Grades submitted to the examination board are confidential, so parents and pupils cannot be told 

these grades. 

8. An appeals process against grades given is being devised,and is not yet published.  It will be 

different from previous years. 

9. Pupils who feel that their grades from the summer do not reflect their ability will have the 

opportunity to take their exams in the autumn series or in summer 2021. If they choose to do this, 

both grades will stand.  

 

In the guidance you will see that Ofqual state that there is no need for new assessments or mock 

examinations to be set.  However, the school will continue with the April mocks for the following reasons: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf


 

 

 

● Many subjects will be able to use these mocks to show how pupils have improved from a prior 

round of assessment. 

● We have already indicated that your grades will not go down because of these mocks; they should 

be treated as an opportunity to show how you have improved over your course of study and in the 

last few weeks. 

● No pupil will be disadvantaged if they are unable to complete these examinations, but pupils 

should communicate with their teachers if there are difficulties.  A number of pupils have already 

done this, and solutions can be worked out. Please do not worry. 

 

You will not be asked to complete any more assessments once these mocks have been completed.   

 

Thank you for all your hard work and dedication over the last few uncertain weeks. You can be certain that 

your teachers are absolutely determined to do their very best for you in these circumstances. 

 

With very best wishes, 

 

Mrs Wybar and Mr Smith 


