
 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,        20th March 2020 

This has truly been an extraordinary week, one filled with uncertainty and understandable anxiety, but also 

one in which I have, not for the first time, been bursting with pride in the exceptional staff and pupils that 

comprise the TWGGS community. Today, we said goodbye to our U6th leavers, over three months earlier than 

intended, and their leavers’ lunchtime, planned with less than 24 hours’ notice epitomised all that is 

remarkable about the school. Pupils spoke passionately and with poise about their shared experiences, 

reflecting the love and esteem they feel for each other, their staff and their school. The whole year group 

singing “Slipping through my fingers” brought tears to all our eyes and will live long in the memory. From the 

bottom of my heart, I thank them, not just for today, but for their many, generous and varied contributions to 

the school over so many years and, quite simply, for the remarkably young people they are. Year 11 have been 

equally wonderful in the face of real uncertainty; they will clearly be outstanding future A Level students and 

we look forward to welcoming them back in September! 

We have just received the first communication regarding the way in which GCSE and A Level grades will be 

awarded, and I attach the link for you here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-

announced?fbclid=IwAR30ttt3JpT_QzCNZr1LcJSSlEdBgs3BPnu8ni-hHIfHf3XCsnu5loYSigg 

There is still a great deal here which is unknown, and I will be in touch again once we have further details. It is 

clear that teacher assessment will be key to this, and therefore, once again, I urge our Year 11 and U6th pupils 

to keep working and remain focused. Teachers are likely to set relevant assignments, so that we can evidence 

the progress pupils are making. I will also send this information to Year 11 and U6th pupils direct. 

U6th grade sheets were sent home today with pupils, and will be posted for absentees. There is a second, 

secure envelope, which contains mock examination papers; we ask parents please to read the letter from Mr 

Corse regarding this and to maintain the security of these papers. 

As I have already said, school will remain open next week, with a skeleton staff, for pupils who are the children 

of key workers only. We are aware that the definition of these was only available at midnight last night, 

therefore, should anyone now wish to register this need, please let us know urgently. We will only be able to 

supervise those registered with us by tomorrow morning, and are now communicating with that group of 

parents direct. School opening hours will change from Monday, and the relevant pupils will be able to be in 

school from 8.45am to 3.30pm, working on the same Home Learning tasks set for their peers. The school is 

not open for other pupils, even for those who have forgotten things; this would negate the effectiveness of 
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school closure, and all pupils were reminded to take everything home by the end of today. We would be most 

grateful with your support in ensuring this happens.  

I should like to remind you that all communication should now be by email, either direct to the relevant person 

or via admin@twggs.kent.sch.uk.  With regard to payment for school trips, all of these are set up on Parent 

Pay. We are very aware that some people’s personal circumstances have changed in such a way that they 

might now not be able to meet a particular payment, or payments. We understand this and can certainly be 

flexible where possible; there is no need to contact us if you require this flexibility. However, should this 

situation continue for several months, we would need payment prior to the school paying relevant companies. 

In this case, you would be contacted.  

Once again, I thank you for your support and care over the past few days; it means a lot to us. I very much 

hope that you all and your families stay safe and well at such a difficult time.  

With very best wishes,  

Linda Wybar, Headteacher 

 

Message from Miss Parkinson:  

 

Any pupils needing to access help and support can contact pastoral support via email:  

Mrs Barclay and Mrs Rogers pastoralsupport@twggs.kent.sch.uk;  

Miss Fenn Year 7 transition@twggs.kent.sch.uk;  

Mr Walker KS3 keystage3@twggs.kent.sch.uk;  

Ms Hogben KS4 keystage4@twggs.kent.sch.uk;  

Miss Smith 6th Form sixthform@twggs.kent.sch.uk;  

Mrs Waddington music@twggs.kent.sch.uk and  

Miss Parkinson deputyhead@twggs.kent.sch.uk 

 
If anyone needs further help and support the Young Minds website is very helpful – youngminds.org.uk 
 
Please can all parents be very mindful of the potential risks to children if they are spending more time online 

over the next few weeks. Please ensure that children know how to report anything that they are worried 

about.  

 
Regular exercise is also very important for maintaining a “healthy body and healthy mind” 
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