
 

 

21st May 2020 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

 

I have already written this week to parents of pupils in Year 10 and L6, and I hope they will forgive any 

repetition here. Firstly, I should like to thank you all very much for the support you have offered the school 

over the last eight weeks: it has been the toughest of times for families, individuals and the wider 

community, and schools are no exception to this. Your positive feedback, tolerance and warm words have 

been hugely appreciated, as pupils and staff have all had to upskill at a quite remarkable rate. We have 

been enormously proud of the resilience and determination demonstrated by so many in our school 

community, and are very aware that this is a struggle for a lot of individuals, academically, but more 

importantly, emotionally. We, as a community, have all had to learn new ways of working and living, often 

not knowing if we are getting it right or doing it well enough; I am sure many of you feel the same at home 

or at work! Quite simply, we miss each other enormously, as friends and colleagues, but we must prioritise 

everyone’s safety and well-being now, and in the weeks and months to come. 

 

You will no doubt be aware that the Department of Education has published guidance to schools on 

planning for the wider opening of schools from 1st June at the earliest (subject to the science determining 

this is safe to do, with a decision to be made regarding this on 28th May). The guidance states that 

secondary schools should plan to provide “some face to face support in school for Year 10 and 12 students 

that will supplement their remote education”. The guidance also states that this will not be a return to full 

time education or a full timetable of teaching.  

 

Year 10 pupils already have scheduled assessments from Wednesday of this week and for the week after 

half-term (beginning 1st June). We intend to allow these to continue as planned, and thus any in-school 

provision for Year 10 would not start until after this, that is 8th June onwards.  Equally, L6 have online 

exams planned for the weeks beginning 8th and 15th June, with revision in preparation for these, therefore 

any in-school provision for L6 will not start until 22nd June onwards.  Thank you to all of those Year 10 and 

L6 parents who have already responded; at present approximately 90% of pupils in each year group are 

definitely or probably intending to return to school, once this “face to face support” is available. We do 

fully understand that families have very different circumstances and needs: attendance to school is not 

compulsory, and families must continue to make the decision that is right for them. 

 

We are still awaiting the detailed guidance relating to this (and I have delayed writing to you, as this has 

been promised since last Friday!), however, even without that, it is now evident that KS3 pupils will not be 

back in school until September, other than vulnerable children and those of key workers, for whom school 

has remained open throughout. I know how disappointing this will be for those in Years 7, 8 and 9, who are 

missing the more active learning which is possible in school, as well as the social and academic interaction 

with their peers.  

 



 

 

Aware of this context, teachers will continue to provide high quality remote learning activities for KS3, and 

staff are endeavouring to vary the teaching and learning styles used with these classes, within the bounds 

of what is possible in individual contexts. Teachers’ staff development this year has certainly been 

impressive and continues apace, as they explore a number of possible ways to diversify and interact 

remotely! Thank you so much to the many parents who have contacted the school to thank teachers and 

complement them on the learning pupils are experiencing; it truly does mean a lot to us. 

 

We are conscious that several KS3 pupils are struggling to keep up with work, for a variety of personal 

reasons, whilst others found the organisation difficult initially and are now trying to catch up. Many have 

sacrificed work in more creative or practical subjects, such as Art, Music, Drama or Design Technology, to 

focus on the core. In order to address this, and in recognition of what we would have been doing had 

school been operating normally, there will be no new work set for Years 7, 8 and 9 on the first three days 

after half-term (1st, 2nd and 3rd June). Year 9 would have been at annual camp, Year 8 had a Geography field 

trip and a languages day planned, and Year 7 would have had a STEM day, completing the Bronze Crest 

Award, as well as a trip to Harry Potter World (which I freely admit I was anticipating as eagerly as them!)  

 

Pupils who are behind with work may use this as an opportunity to catch up, whilst we hope that others 

will enjoy having the time to explore learning and/ or wellbeing activities beyond the curriculum. Mr 

Walker is writing to KS3 parents at the end of this week, with more details and a range of possible 

suggestions for pupils to pursue; may I stress, however, that activities do not need to be linked to school 

subjects and can be as diverse as pupils wish, and pupils will not be required to report back (unless, of 

course, they are catching up work). KS3 pupils and parents should have received invitations to the KS3 

Virtual Art Exhibition, which we hope you will enjoy next month. We hope that this focus on wellbeing, 

creativity and personal interests will re-energise pupils for the term ahead. We would be keen to receive 

feedback on how this has gone early next term.  

 

Also relating to KS3 learning, from half-term onwards, Year 9 pupils will only be expected to do work for 

their core subjects and those options they have chosen for GCSE. This will enable both pupils and teachers 

to target their efforts and focus on learning which will lead them into next year; we hope that this will 

increase pupils’ motivation. Some subjects which currently have a very small timetable allocation (such as 

Drama or Computer Science, for example) may increase tasks to three hours per two weeks, however, this 

will be more than compensated for by the “dropped” subjects. If any pupils are considering a change in 

GCSE option subjects, then it would be wise to continue with both possible choices, in which case, they 

should just email the relevant teachers to let them know. Economics, which is a new subject, will not be 

setting work, as this would potentially be too confusing as a way to launch the subject; these pupils should 

make every effort to keep abreast of current affairs, in particular with reference to the financial impacts of 

the current situation, as this will ensure pupils build an appropriate vocabulary and acquire some crucial 

background knowledge. 

 

I am sure you will appreciate that determining Centre-Assessed Grades for all GCSE and A Levels is an 

enormous, hugely time-consuming activity, and parents of those in Year 11 and U6 (as well as pupils) have 

already been written to regarding the detail of these processes. I am very proud of the rigor, 

professionalism and care which colleagues have invested in this over recent weeks, still ongoing, in order 

to ensure that TWGGS pupils in Years 11 and U6 (and some AS Level entrants in L6) are well and fairly 

served by the grades we determine. (These may not be the final grades, as grades ultimately awarded are 

the result of a standardisation process by examination boards.) 

 



 

 

We are very aware that several families are still awaiting refunds from cancelled trips, such as the Spanish 

exchange, Sixth Form ski trip and the Peru expedition. Insurance claims have all been made some time ago, 

and Mrs Ralph, TWGGS Bursar, is checking on these regularly, however, there is still no news, other than 

they are being processed. We will be in touch, as soon as school receives these funds (or indeed more 

information). In the interim, I am afraid there is nothing more that we are able to tell you, therefore it 

would be incredibly helpful to our admin team if you waited for them to contact you please. Your patience 

is very much appreciated. 

 

Just as I am about to send this letter to you, there is some new Department for Education guidance for 

parents on supporting secondary school pupils with their education which has just arrived in my inbox, to 

be found at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-secondary-school-children-continue-their-education-

during-coronavirus-covid-19  I rather suspect that there is nothing new here for you, however it may be of 

some use! 

 

You will at the end of this week also receive this term’s newsletter, which contains a wealth of positive 

achievements and generous support of others by the TWGGS community; I hope that you enjoy reading 

about some of these aspects of remote school life, even if the usual trips, visits, sport, music and drama 

are largely missing. This is Mental Health Awareness Week, and I very much hope that you are all able to 

take time to look after yourselves at this the most testing of times.  

 

With my very best wishes, 

 

    
Linda Wybar, 
Headteacher 
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