
 

 

25th June 2020 

Dear Parents, 

 

I have already written very recently to parents of pupils in Year 10 and L6, and I hope once again that 

they will forgive any repetition here. The past three or four weeks have been incredibly busy, preparing 

for the return of Year 10 and L6, and we are truly delighted to see TWGGS pupils back in classrooms 

with their teachers, albeit in smaller numbers and socially distanced. As I walked along the science 

corridor the first day we had Year 10 back in school and saw and heard lessons being taught for the first 

time in thirteen weeks, I don’t mind admitting to you that it brought tears to my eyes, because this is 

what TWGGS is all about – the people.  

 

I thought that all parents might be interested to know about the arrangements for Years 10 and L6. We 

are only permitted to have 25% of pupils from these two cohorts (combined) in school, and we are 

utilising this number to the maximum! All Year 10 pupils are having three hours (two for each science 

subject) face to face teaching, and this then comprises the teaching in that particular subject for that 

week; in other weeks, teachers continue to set home learning activities equivalent to the number of 

lessons which pupils would have had in that subject. Each A Level subject is providing two sessions of 

face to face teaching, each of three hours’ duration, and similar arrangements apply. 

 

We have been delighted that almost all pupils in Year 10 and L6 have been able to return to school for 

these sessions, well over 90%, however, there is a small number of pupils who are unable or unlikely to 

return to school this term. Lessons delivered are being recorded or live streamed by teachers, in order 

to ensure that these individuals do not miss out. Of necessity, as Year 10 pupils and L6th Formers are in 

school at various times with different teachers, there are also likely to be fewer Google Meet sessions 

for KS3, I’m afraid; much will depend on the teacher’s availability, although we will endeavour to keep 

these going where possible. I know pupils, teachers and parents have all appreciated the growth in 

these over recent weeks. 

 

The logistical organisation of the return has been a mammoth undertaking, and I should like to pay 

tribute to the significant number of staff who have enabled this to happen. The school site looks very 

different, with hand washing stations in place, taped off pathways, one way systems, and classrooms 

set up for 2m social distancing. School uniform is not being worn to enable the recommended frequent 

washing of clothes; lessons take place over long mornings to avoid tricky socialising times; and breaks 

are supervised. Despite all of these strange arrangements, teachers and pupils alike are relieved and 

heartened to be back in school learning and meeting one another face-to-face.  

 

You will be aware that Gavin Williamson announced at the end of last week that the Government was 

"signed up... to bring every child back, in every year group, in every school" in September, and this was 

confirmed yesterday by the Prime Minister in his statement to the House of Commons. This really is 



 

 

excellent news, and we very much look forward to being able to welcome back into school current KS3 

pupils, as well as our new Year 7. At present, we have received no guidance relating to this, but hope it 

will be available soon, in order to allow us to plan for September. As soon as I know, I will contact 

parents again with further information. Whilst there is a permitted reduction in social distancing to 1m+ 

from July 4th, we intend to maintain 2m social distancing in school for all of our lessons and activities 

this term, as all of the planning has been on this basis, and we are not permitted increased numbers, 

having the absolute maximum possible in from Year 10 and L6.  

 

Pupils in KS3 took good advantage of the wellbeing/ creative/ catch-up days in early June, and I am 

delighted to share with you the following from Mrs Woods, Curriculum Leader in Art and Mrs Turner, 

Art Teacher: 

Having been so impressed by the collective independence, spirit and creativity across KS3, the art 

department have created an opportunity to celebrate and share their outcomes. Pupils were encouraged 

to respond to the visual stimuli and creative starting points provided by their teachers, to develop and 

explore their imaginations at home. Although each year group focussed on a shared theme, they 

approached the investigation independently to create exciting, diverse and multiple solutions. Each year 

group have collaborated to create their own showcase slideshows- these can be found within their 

online classrooms. We also have great pleasure in sharing the Key Stage 3 Public Art Exhibition, a small, 

curated showcase of the artwork produced across Key Stage 3 during lockdown. This can be found on 

the school website via the following link: 

 

https://www.twggs.kent.sch.uk/508/news/post/49/twggs-first-digital-art-exhibition-goes-online 

 

I very much hope that looking through the exhibition brings joy to your day as it did mine, when I first 

saw it. Many congratulations to all of those who contributed, and huge thanks to their wonderful art 

teachers for inspiring them! 

 

We are looking again at KS3 provision, and in particular at Years 7 and 8, conscious that this has now 

been an incredibly long time for young people to remain motivated and positive whilst carrying out 

remote learning, and that some are really struggling for a number of diverse reasons.  Year 7 were 

always scheduled to have a Maths/ STEM day on Monday 6th July, and Mrs Finlayson, who organises 

this, is arranging for it to taking place as home learning, with “normal” lessons suspended. These will 

also be suspended for Year 7 on the following day and Year 8 on both Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th, in 

order to enable some more relaxed activities away from a computer screen! Subject areas will set a 

variety of activities, from which pupils will be able to “pick and mix” those they would like to do over 

these days. Mr Smith, Assistant Headteacher for Teaching and Learning, will be writing to both parents 

and pupils in a week’s time to give more details on the activities available. Year 9 are already working 

on a reduced timetable, having “dropped” their non-GCSE subjects, so we hope this is giving them time 

to focus more on wellbeing and fun activities.  

 

In addition, “normal” lessons will not take place on Tuesday 14th July: this would have been Sports Day, 

and the PE Department is organising several challenges, from which KS3 pupils will select a number to 

complete, in order to participate (and compete!) in a virtual Sports Day. These activities will be available 

for Year 10 and L6, however participation in those year groups will be optional, as they are coming into 

school for lessons that week. More information on this will be sent to pupils and parents in advance of 
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the day. We hope very much that these diverse approaches will provide learning which is away from 

screens and fun. Roll on September when we hope all pupils will be able to be back in school! 

 

Transition activities for our new Year 7 pupils have had to move online this year; if you are interested, 

whilst some aspects have been letters sent direct to new pupils and parents, others of these can be 

found at https://www.twggs.kent.sch.uk/1268/year-67-transition  There is also a lovely, fun virtual tour 

of TWGGS which was produced for new Year 7 pupils by our outgoing Head Girl Team: 

https://www.twggs.kent.sch.uk/1289/virtual-tour 

 

Georgie Ringer, 9G, has been impressively busy during lockdown, making face masks and selling them 

to raise money for charity. She and her sister Phoebe have raised £1500 for Tunbridge Wells and 

Maidstone NHS hospital. https://www.timeslocalnews.co.uk/tunbridge-wells-news/why-making-ppe-

for-charity-is-simply-childs-play  If anyone would like to purchase one, the masks are £10 each and they 

can email requests to twfacemask@gmail.com  There are various fabric patterns available; each mask 

has 2 layers of cotton textile and a middle layer of melt blown non-woven material.  

 
During the lockdown, building work on the sports hall has progressed and we still hope to be in and 

using the building by December this year, although there may be some delays once internal works 

begin, as a result of social distancing. I thought you might like to see the fabulous progress in this recent 

photo. 

 
 

Recent world events and the powerful messages emerging from the Black Lives Matter movement 

demonstrate the importance of us all working together to make a better future. At TWGGS, we 

recognise that there is much to be done to eradicate racism in society; we must not tolerate racism and 

will work against all forms of discrimination, making a commitment to human rights, equality and 

freedom. Schools have a role in making sure they are part of the solution not part of the problem. We 

know that there is always more that can be done and are listening, and will continue to listen, to our 

community, working with them to do still better.  I will write again in greater detail regarding the work 

we are doing, and plan to do, on this important issue, but would very much value any contribution you 

as parents would like to make to our considerations. Please email me on admin@twggs.kent.sch.uk 

marking your email Anti-Racism. 
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We would today have been holding our Leavers’ Service, saying goodbye to our wonderful U6th 

Formers, and to those Year 11 who are leaving TWGGS this year.  I continue to be incredibly proud of 

these exam year groups, whose worlds were simply turned upside down on 19th March. Their resilience, 

good humour and tenacity in the face of the strangest and most unexpected turn of events, and their 

dedication, determination and continued support for one another after lockdown, were impressive, and 

will, I'm certain, ensure the brightest of futures for them. We very much look forward to celebrating 

their achievements and their time at TWGGS with them at Speech Day in December, hoping that this 

will be possible by then. 

 

Finally, I’d like to reiterate my warm, sincere thanks for your continued support for the school: your 

many positive and appreciative messages are hugely valued by staff and brighten our days. These are 

indeed challenging times for everyone, and I hope that at least you are able to enjoy this glorious 

weather and some relaxation time. 

 

With my very best wishes, 

 

Linda Wybar   


