
 
19th March 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

You will all have heard the news that schools nationally are largely to close from Friday afternoon, except for 

provision for children of key workers and vulnerable children. Unfortunately, we do not have any more information 

than that which is available on the national news, however, I am keen to establish quickly which families would 

benefit from this provision, so that we can make appropriate arrangements. 

If you feel that you require your child to continue to come to school from Monday, in order to allow you as a key 

worker to carry on with your role (which is incredibly important at this difficult time), or as a vulnerable child, then 

please could I ask you to email admin@twggs.kent.sch.uk urgently, by 7am on Friday 20th March at the latest, with 

details of your child’s name and form, and the broad nature of your employment. Pupils at school next week will 

be supervised, and will carry out the same home learning activities as those who are at home; there will be no 

distinction in provision. I am afraid that there will be no food provided at school; anyone attending will need to 

bring a packed lunch. We will, of course, make arrangements for any pupil attending who receives free school 

meals. 

Pupils in Years 11 and Upper Sixth will be especially anxious today, following the unexpected announcement that 

GCSE and A Level examinations have been cancelled. At present, we do not know how Ofqual, the examination 

boards and the government plan to address this challenge, however, I am confident that they will be absolutely  

determined to ensure that young people do not suffer as a result. At TWGGS, and I am sure elsewhere, we all know 

how very hard our pupils have worked towards these exams, and I can imagine how very frustrating and worrying 

this is for all those impacted upon. As soon as I have any further information, I will be in contact again as a matter 

of urgency. In the meantime, I plan to speak with Year 11 and Upper Sixth pupils this morning and, as we have no 

idea how decisions regarding grades will be made, our strong recommendation is for these pupils to maintain their 

focus on their studies at this time, challenging as this might be. 

We are most grateful to parents and pupils for their warm support at this trying and stressful time, and I am sure 

that, like me, you recognise that TWGGS staff have been superb in their efforts keeping the school operating as 

near to normal as possible this week. We have had increasing numbers of staff who are self-isolating, or required 

to undertake social distancing as a result of underlying health conditions, and pupil attendance has been similarly 

impacted, with 90% attendance on Monday, 84% on Tuesday and 80% yesterday; the direction of travel was clear!  

I will write again today regarding our arrangements for home learning from Monday and with any further 

information, as I am able to glean this. In the interim, we would be grateful if you could wait for further 

communications, rather than contacting the school with queries regarding these matters, in order to allow us to 

deal with these uncertainties as best we can. May I thank you again for your support and understanding.  

With very best wishes, 

Linda Wybar, Headteacher 
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