
Sexual Harassment



Why are we revisiting this today? 

● ‘It’s all we hear about’
● ‘If we talk about it it means that it will happen more’
● ‘We never get to talk about it properly’
● ‘We do not get to think about it from a male perspective’

We have many pupils in our school who are both recent and historical victims of 
sexual harassment or assault, every year group is represented in our statistics and 
pastoral work 
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What do we mean when we say sexual violence? 

Thinking about our young people, what types of behaviours are they 
witnessing, experiencing or enacting?









Tendency to blame someone who 
originally shares an image rather than 
focusing on the sharing on (without 
consent) of the image.

If a young person experiences 
tolerance around sexual harassment 
that is damaging in and of itself. 

Boys in schools where they are 
neither perpetrator or victim report 
feeling less safe and more anxious 
when they perceive their school to be 
tolerant of sexual harassment. 



4 main contributors 

1. Porn industry - YP have unprecedented access 
and exposure (inc forced exposure) to mainstream 
online porn. Research shows that when YP are 
exposed to porn it is predicting sexual harassment 
of their peers at a later time - it increases the risk. 
Also increases YP levels of sexual preoccupation. 
This could then spill over into negative behaviours 
in school. 

2. Gender Norms / Traps - notions of what 
masculinity and femininity are - these are 
constraining and do not give YP the freedom they 
need to explore themselves and be authentic about 
themselves.  *For boys, notions around being 
engaged in sexual conquests, being without 
emotion, a need to be overtly sexual towards girls. 
Some theories suggest this is also about 
homophobia and proving their heterosexuality in an 
overt way.  *For girls, it’s about being sexual but not 
too sexual, being passive but having some sexual 
agency - very contradictory messages for girls. 

3. Society does not provide rich descriptions around 
positive sexuality. 

4. Barriers inc the culture around snitching, and 
schools not wanting to name the issue as they are 
concerned about reputation and reputation 
management. 



‘Rape oppresses those directly affected by the act and the wider community who are part of the society 
that continues to condone it.  . . [rape culture] exists in environments where the structures and systems 
within / around it minimise, hide and ignore inequality, maintain oppression and condone abuse, overtly or 
otherwise, blaming those who have been subjected to it.’

                                             ‘Transforming a Rape Culture’, Buchwald et al, 1995





● Pressure on boys to receive images and to be seen to be engaging 
in sexting.

● Girls who send images are shamed. 





Myth: Women often lie about rape because they regret 
having sex with someone, or because they want 
attention.
Fact: Stories in the media can give the impression that 
women often lie about sexual violence. In fact, false 
allegations of rape are very rare. Most people who have 
been raped or experienced sexual violence or abuse never 
tell the police.

Myth: People who were sexually abused as 
children are likely to become abusers 
themselves.
Fact: The vast majority of people who were sexually abused as 
children never rape or sexually abuse other people. This is a 
dangerous myth that is sometimes used to excuse the 
behaviour of people who do sexually abuse children or others. 
There is never any excuse for sexual violence against children 
or adults.

Myth: Women shouldnʼt go out alone at 
night as they are likely to get raped.

Fact: Only one in 10 of rapes are committed 
by 'strangers'. The rest are committed by 
someone the survivor knows – such as a 
friend, neighbour, colleague, partner, or 
family member. People are raped in their 
homes, their workplaces and other settings 
where they previously felt safe. The risk of 
rape by a stranger shouldnʼt be used as an 
excuse to restrict what women can do.

Myth: Men don't get raped.

Fact: Men are also raped and sexually assaulted and  the impacts of sexual 
violence and abuse on men and boys are no less devastating. All survivors of 
sexual violence and abuse deserve specialist support .

Myth: Women donʼt commit sexual offences.
Fact: The majority of sexual assaults and rapes are committed by men against women and 
children. However, women do perpetrate sexual violence against other women, men and 
children. Often people who've been sexually assaulted or abused by a woman worry they 
won't be believed or their experiences won't be considered 'as bad'. This can make it difficult 
for these survivors to access services or justice.



● Most important thing schools can do is to 
see the problem and name it.

●  Put in place clear sanctions and 
deterrents. 

● Reclaim the language - ‘boys will be 
boys’, ‘banter’ - it’s not so we need to 
challenge this language.

● How can we nourish YP’s core values. 

● Clear pathways for students who 
disclose. 



This needs to be 
seen as something 
that is viewed as 
shocking and 
shameful. 

Becoming familiar 
with the language we 
use is helpful and 
can equip teachers 
to respond to these 
situations. 



What is toxic (non-tender) masculinity? 

-‘A dominant strain of masculinity that defines being a man through 
the qualities of toughness, emotional coldness, aggression, 
predatory heterosexuality, and unblinking homophobia.’

-75% of suicides in the UK are male.

-Suicide is the single biggest killer, above heart disease and cancer, 
of males under the age of 40. 

-Men, like women, experience anxiety, depression, and mental 
illness. However, men are more likely than women to under utilise 
mental health services, and they are more reluctant to seek help, 
especially when it comes to mental health.



What might tender masculinity look like?

-Is invested in all of his relationships, not just romantic 
ones

-A male who expresses his emotions in a healthy way

-Is comfortable with the notion of being self-aware

-Is committed to personal growth

-Is aware of, and respectful of another person’s 
boundaries

-Is comfortable with male intimacy



Supporting our pupils

Support after assault  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14dUsncZ4C2A8U8UQdlrsMNWl-VLrxsZDnh-O4xvpEbI/edit

