
Tunbridge Wells

Girls’ Grammar School

“A tremendously strong

ethos, which combines high

expectations with high

levels of support, means that

progress towards impressive

levels of attainment in

GCSE examinations is very

strong in all year groups.

As a result, their

achievement is

outstanding.” 

Ofsted



We strongly believe that the girls are our finest assets and for

this reason we here give great prominence to many of our

present pupils. I hope this gives you something of the flavour

of the school and also emphasises that, above all else, pupils

always come first at TWGGS.

A school with a resoundingly strong community ethos, TWGGS

has a special “buzz”, remarked upon by those who visit us and

described by Ofsted as, “a highly successful and very happy

school”.  Pupils are challenged and stimulated intellectually

and personally within a truly caring, supportive environment,

ensuring they thrive at school, develop a positive learning habit

and build strong friendships, many of which last a lifetime.

We are proud to see our pupils leave TWGGS as successful,

compassionate, confident young adults whose blend of

integrity and ambition is impressive.

We know that we are privileged to belong to a very special,

successful community and hope that you would like to join us.

Linda Wybar

Headteacher
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“The quality of education provided

by Tunbridge Wells Girls’ Grammar

School is outstanding.

The headteacher and her senior staff

have established a strong and positive

ethos throughout the school that

supports excellent attitudes to learning

and promotes outstanding behaviour.

Girls have an obvious and

well-founded sense of pride in their

school and their place in it.”  

Ofsted 



The transition from primary school to secondary school

is a time which can be both very exciting and a little bit

daunting. However, at TWGGS pupils instantly feel at

ease in the caring and friendly environment on which

the school prides itself.

At TWGGS, there is an enormous range of clubs and

activities on offer to suit every taste or talent. The

beginning of Year 7 is the best time to embrace the

many opportunities the school has to offer, whether

they be in music, drama, sport or public speaking.

As well as lunchtime and after school clubs, there are

many opportunities outside of the school

environment to visit exciting new places and meet

interesting people. As girls progress through the school,

they will have the chance to visit places including

Germany, France, Spain, Ghana, India, Russia and

Iceland.

There are a number of schemes in place at TWGGS

which are designed to make pupils feel welcome and to

make the transition from Year 6 to 7 as easy as

possible; new Year 7s quickly feel like they are very

much a part of the school. There is an introductory day

at Carroty Wood Activity Centre, which is a wonderful

opportunity to make friends within the year group, and

this, alongside the school’s Buddy System, where girls

are paired with a pupil from the year above to offer

support and guidance in the first year, ensure girls

quickly feel at ease.
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“Transitions, such as students’ arrival in Year 7 and the start of GCSE courses, are

closely and extremely well managed. Staff take appropriate pride in this level of care.”  

Ofsted

“There are excellent working relationships between all members of the school

community, based on mutual trust and respect.” 

Ofsted

Carroty Wood
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“The girls have a readiness and

enthusiasm to make progress; there is

a manifest enjoyment of learning.” 

Ofsted 



At TWGGS, the aim is to instil in each girl the curiosity

and excitement of learning, and strong academic

progress is one of the school’s principal priorities.

The school works to help all pupils obtain, at each stage

of their development, the highest examination grades

of which they are capable.

The outstanding teaching, which endeavours to inspire,

help, challenge and extend (not pressure), is supported

by extensive individual monitoring and regular

reporting. Working towards high standards is part of

the school ethos which encourages every pupil to

achieve her full potential in public examinations, sports,

artistic, cultural and community pursuits.

The curriculum at all key stages is balanced, broad and

diverse. Scholarship and academic rigour are its central

characteristics coupled with instilling an enthusiasm for

learning, in and out of the classroom. Physics, Chemistry

and Biology are taught as separate subjects, three

Modern Foreign Languages are studied at KS3 and

‘new’ disciplines such as Economics, Psychology,

Sociology and Politics are introduced at different stages. 

This firm academic foundation is reflected in the wide

diversity of courses chosen by Sixth Formers to read at

university.

“The curriculum is outstanding because of the ways in which individual subjects find

opportunities to provide challenge and stimulus that go well beyond

examination requirements.” 

Ofsted
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The TWGGS experience is a diverse one. The school

prides itself not only on the attainment of excellent

results and league table positions, but also on the

development of responsible young people sensitive to

the world around them. 

The school’s situation in the heart of Tunbridge Wells

ensures strong links with the local community.

This is demonstrated by the number of girls

volunteering and the enthusiastic support given to fund-

raising for local, national and international charities. 

Beyond the classroom, TWGGS offers an unrivalled

programme of extra-curricular activities designed to

extend and challenge girls both physically and

intellectually. In school there is a range of clubs and

activities, many run by older girls; and pupils regularly

participate in field trips, theatre visits and diverse

competitions from Maths to Languages. We are proud

to be the only girls’ state school in the country to have

our own Combined Cadet Force, with both army and

navy units, which firmly espouse the values of loyalty,

discipline, commitment, integrity, courage and respect

for others.

For older girls, there are educational visits to Russia and

Iceland, a ski trip, exchanges to France, Germany, Spain

and India, a True Adventure expedition to Bolivia, and a

trip to Ghana, where girls teach in schools alongside a

small charity, with which the school is linked,

contributing significantly to the building of a girls’ high

school. 

The list is endless, but then, so are the girls’ energy and

enthusiasm.
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“The quality of care, advice and support is a significant strength of the school.

Staff aim to know all of the girls as individuals and there is a consistently high

level of responsiveness to need throughout the school.” 

Ofsted 

US Skiing Trip



“Students’ experience and understanding of life beyond their local community are

greatly enhanced through an exceptional number of very influential, long-standing and

mutually beneficial international links, such as those with India and Ghana.” 

Ofsted
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Ghana Trip
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TWGGS has an enviable reputation for excellence in

Music, English, Drama and Art; and involvement in the

Arts Award is exceptionally high.

A remarkable number of orchestras, bands and choirs

perform throughout the year in public, in concerts and

for dramatic productions. Foreign tours, domestic

competitions, including chamber choirs, and

performances for local charities are all regular events.

The annual Christmas Carol Service in St. John’s Church

is a notable ‘sellout’.

Creative talents are harnessed in many aspects of

drama, including acting (of course), costume and

scenery design and manufacture, writing scripts and

producing plays. A short stroll around the school will

demonstrate why TWGGS is considered to be an

institution of excellence as far as Art and Design are

concerned.

“Opportunities for moral, social, cultural and spiritual development are many and varied,

and often take the form of exciting challenges that have high levels of uptake. For example,

every form group is involved in the annual Year 8 Shakespeare challenge, which involves

identifying an extract from a play and bringing it to life in a 20 minute piece of drama.

A wide range of roles is involved in these mini-productions, all of which develop

self-esteem and confidence.” 

Ofsted 



Whatever her level of interest and ability, each girl is

encouraged to enjoy the pleasure and rewards which

come from a variety of sporting activities, and the

participation rate is exceptionally high.

TWGGS achieves outstanding success in hockey,

netball, gymnastics, tennis, cricket and dance, and

school teams repeatedly reach District, County and

National finals. Similarly, individuals gain representative

honours at County, Regional and National levels in both

team and individual sports. The all-weather pitch

provides a superb facility on which to hone girls’

talents.

From football to rounders, cricket to trampolining,

cheerleading to cross-country, there really is something

for everyone!

“The range and number of contributions

that students make to their school are

impressive.” 

Ofsted 
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Education is more than just examination success: it should address

the moral, social, spiritual and cultural development of pupils. The

school educates the whole person and develops the capacity to

enjoy the richness and variety of experience which life offers.

TWGGS has a well-earned reputation for outstanding pastoral care:

our aim is that no girl is overlooked or ‘lost’.  Pupils are encouraged

to care for each other with Sixth Formers offering help, guidance

and support to the younger girls.

Each girl has a Form Tutor who has particular responsibility for

monitoring her academic progress and general well-being. It is with

her Form Tutor that each pupil follows courses in Personal, Social,

Health and Careers Education related to topics such as peer group

pressures, e-safety, bullying, substance abuse and relationships.

These develop social awareness, a sense of responsibility for herself

and for others, and the ability to make considered decisions,

including about her future. Regular assemblies strengthen the sense

of community and of caring within a moral framework, and school

discipline is fundamentally self-imposed, based on consideration for

others. 

Throughout the school, pupils are challenged to take on leadership

roles within their form and year groups, culminating in Sixth

Formers who assume significant Prefect responsibilities and play a

key role in the running of their school. The journey from Year 7 to a

bright successful future when girls leave TWGGS aged 18 is a

fulfilling one, and one we hope you will be excited about taking

with us!

“Achievement is impressive,

with levels of attainment

throughout the school that are

high because of the excellent

good progress students make.” 

Ofsted

“All aspects of the personal development of all groups of students are outstanding.” 

Ofsted

“The girls are confident yet thoughtful and mature young people who have

appropriately high levels of personal ambition.” 

Ofsted

India TripParent Consultation



“Many students choose to stay on into the sixth form. This is because they value the

school’s promotion of academic excellence and the support it provides for their higher

education aspirations. Neither in this, nor in any other respect, are they disappointed.”

Ofsted
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The Head Girl Team





Ghana Trip
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